What can
do to Chaﬂgfhes N /Orld?

IN ACTS [:1-8 |ESUS CHALLENGED
HIS FIRST FOLLOWERS WITH
FIVE BOLD NEW WAYS OF THINKING
AND BEHAVING TO CHANGE THEIR WORLD.
THEY LAY THE FOUNDATION
FOR A STRATEQY
MANY MISSIONS LEADERS TODAY
ARE CALLING
THE ACTS [:8 CHALLENGE.
IS YOUR CHURCH CONSIDERING IT?

IS YOUR CLASS OR SMALL GROUP STUDYING IT?
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kingdom to Israel?” Their question con-
veyed an attitude that is still prevalent
in churches today, where there seem to
be two main perspectives among
Christians. One simply says, “The
church is for me. This is where | enjoy
friendship and spiritual growth, and this
is where I connect with God and find
fulfillment in serving Him.” The other
perspective says, “The church is for the
world. These wonderful things that take
place within our church’s walls are not
ends in themselves but are designed to
propel us out into the world where so
many are still lost and outside the
Kingdom.”

Announcing the Kingdom of God to
the lost is still the worldwide priority of
Jesus for churches like mine today.

A WORLDWIDE PERSPECTIVE
Jesus challenged the first church to see both
history and the world from God’s point of
view.

Jesus’ second challenge and patient
answer to that first church when they
asked about “the kingdom being re-
turned to Israel” was that God was
ready to do something much larger than
the nation of Israel. When Jesus replied,
“It is not for you to know the times or
dates the Father has set by His own au-
thority,” I believe He was inviting His
followers to step back and look at God’s
redemptive pattern throughout all of
history and His loving heart for all of
the world’s lost.

Consider the “times and dates” that
God had already revealed to His young
church. God’s glory— the glory re-
flected in His marvelous creation and in
His ultimate creatures, man and
woman— had been tarnished and cor-
rupted by sin. At the Tower of Babel,
the rebellious peoples had scattered
into the world, their very confused lan-
guages a judgment by God for their own
kingdom-building sin. Yet God had
continued His loving, redemptive mis-
sion by initiating relationship with a
man (Abram), a family (Abraham’s
family) and ultimately a people (Israel)
who were invited again to reflect His
glory and show the world what it meant

to be the people of God. Israel had

proven it could not return the lost peo-
ples of the world to God, but in the
fullness of time Israel had been used by
God to bring the world its Savior, Jesus.
That Savior had accomplished His re-
demptive purpose on the cross of
Calvary, and He now stood before that
first little church promising to send
them Someone who would lead them
and empower them to reclaim the lost
peoples of the world as worshipers of
the King.

Jesus reminded that first church and
my own church today that our little
slice of history is only one link in a long
chain of God’s history-long, worldwide
mission. He was saying, in effect,
“Regardless of your current situation or
challenges, step back and realize the
bigger picture of what God is doing!
God is not going backward to Israel at
its zenith, or to your church’s better
days. God’s epic, redemptive plan has
been moving steadily forward since the
beginning of time—now are you ready
to discover the next chapter and your
part in it? Are you ready to see how
great God’s salvation will be, even com-
pared to your past experience!” And
then Jesus gave them, and us, these “fi-
nal words,” this “Acts 1:8 Challenge”
before He ascended into heaven:

But when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, you will receive power and will
tell people about me everywhere—in
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria,

and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

A WORLDWIDE POWER
Jesus challenged the first church to rely on
the indwelling Holy Spirit for boldness and
effectiveness.

Jesus must have looked at that first
little church and seen a room full of
gunpowder that was about to meet its
match. He had already told them that
those who believed in Him would do
the works He did and even greater, be-
cause Jesus was going to be with the
Father (John 14:12). Later Jesus even
said that His followers would benefit
from His departure, because His going
would mean the coming of the
Counselor that would convict the world

of its need for God (John 16:7-8).
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Just as the Holy Spirit compelled that
first little church out into the streets of
its Jerusalem, God calls my church—
and me—out into our local community,
even to people who need a new or dif-
ferent church.

A WORLDWIDE PARTICIPATION
Jesus challenged the first church to be wit-
nesses— personal participants in the world-
wide mission of God.

I suppose that first little congrega-
tion in Jerusalem could have affirmed
Jesus’ challenge and then chosen to stay
within their rented room, waiting for
their resources to increase or their prob-
lems to be solved or their strategy to be-
come clearer. But they didn’t. Every one
of them became not only a worshiper
but also a witness. Every one chose to
participate in the worldwide mission of
God and to tell what they had seen and
heard. They spilled out into the streets
of Jerusalem and beyond with such
boldness that the world was changed,
not only then, but throughout history
and for eternity.

And like that first church, my little
church should be out gathering wor-
shipers from the peoples of the world as
if gathering treasure to present to our
beloved King.

I admit that sometimes my church
seems pretty small and insignificant.
We rarely have all the workers or all the
money we seem to need, and sometimes
we lose track of why we’re here and
what God’s purposes are for us. But
when [ read again what the Holy Spirit
did through that first little church, I
pray that He will do it again and again,
beginning with little churches like
mine.

For information and help with how
your church can embrace The Acts 1:8
Challenge, visit www.ActsOne8.com.

Adapted from The Acts 1:8 Challenge:
Empowering the Church to be On
Mission, by Nate Adams, vice president
of Mission Mobilization, NAMB. This
2005 Doctrine Study is available from
LifeWay Christian Resources at www. life-
way.com or 1-800-458-2772.





